Calcium, a universal second messenger, regulates diverse cellular processes in eukaryotes. Ca 2+ and Ca2+/calmodulin-regulated protein phosphorylation play a pivotal role in amplifying and diversifying the action of Ca 2+mediated signals.
. The purified CCaMK protein was transferred to Zeta-Probe membrane (Bio-Rad) by using slot blot apparatus (Millipore) and incubated with buffer containing 4 10 mM Tris.HC1 (pH 7.5), 100 mM KC1, 5 mM MgC12, and 5Ca (10/xCi/ml; 1 Ci = 37 GBq) for 20 min. The membrane was washed for 5 min in the same buffer without 45Ca and exposed to x-ray film. 
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A similar deviation is also observed in visinin-like proteins, wherein the residue at position 9(-X) of the EF-hand motifs of visinin-like proteins (Fig. 2) is not conserved. :.>>::::: >:.:.: :.:.: :.:.:. >:. >>:: :.::: >: >>:. >:: :.::::::: >:. >:: >>:.:. >:.: :. >>>: >:.: >>>:.:.:.:.:.:.:. >:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.
: Total RNA was used from leaf, stem, and various organs from immature flower. Lanes: 1, leaf; 2, stem; 3, anthers from phase II; 4, sepals and petals from phase II; 5, anthers from phase III; 6, sepals and petals from phase III; 7, yeast tRNA control. Phases II and III correspond to stages of anther development as described by Wang et aL (40) .
An unusual feature of CCaMK is the presence of a putative biotin-binding site (LKAMKMNSLI) within the visinin-like domain (Fig. 2) (Fig. 4C) . Moreover, CCaMK also showed a Ca2÷-dependent shift in mobility by SDS/PAGE (data not shown). Although, these results suggest that CCaMK has some of the structural properties of both Ca 2+-dependent and cae+/calmodulin-dependent protein kinases, an in-depth study is required to conclusively demonstrate a functional link among the three structural domains (Fig. 3 ). The CCaMK gene was preferentially expressed during phase III (40) of anther development as revealed by the ribonuclease protection assay (Fig. 5 ). 
